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The “Belfield” Table Scarf 
 
 The Belfield estate was purchased by William Logan Fisher in 1826 from its previous owner, 
prominent artist Charles Willson Peale. When Fisher’s daughter, Sarah Logan Fisher, married William 
Wister, Fisher presented part of this land to them. It was the children of Sarah and William who began 
the tradition of the table scarf that this study is based on. Towards the end of the nineteenth century, 
for a period of about 10 years, many visitors who came to Belfield for dinner were asked to sign a table 
scarf. The table scarf is a 35 inch white square with over 100 signatures. The goal of this study was to 
find out as much about some of the people who signed as possible. These people were most likely 
members of Philadelphia society and played a major role in the way Philadelphia was viewed at this 
time. Before I can get into more detail on the people of Philadelphia I must describe the city of 
Philadelphia at this time, as this will help one better understand the people who lived there.  
Philadelphia at the turn of the twentieth century was a very dynamic place, and the people of 
Philadelphia were just as unique and interesting as the city they lived in. It is said by some that America 
has no class system, but this assertion is not true. Although there are no titles given and no designated 
nobility, there are definitely a group of wealthy people who form the upper crust of society; this was 
certainly the case in Philadelphia around the year 1900. There were families who made up this nobility 
such as the Biddles, Wetherills, and of course the Wisters, whom this entire study is based around. 
These families, along with others, made up the most prominent members of Philadelphia society. They 
were expected to look and act a certain way. Many wealthy people had two houses, one in center city, 
and a country house in the suburbs. The men were prominent business men, lawyers, or doctors. The 
women looked after the house and children, and were involved in philanthropic causes including the 
arts and education reform. These people are what helped make Philadelphia such an interesting place, 
and their legacies live on. 
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 In 1900 Philadelphia was made up of about 1,300,000 people and was the third largest city in 
the United States. The city was also unusually large when it came to the actual size; it was an oddly 
shaped city that spread from the downtown buildings to the northwest where the large summer houses 
of the rich were located. The country style living of the summer homes allowed for things such as 
hunting or other outdoor activities. This spacious feeling was also evident in center city, where the ratio 
of houses to inhabitants was 100 to 550. In New York the number of inhabitants was 1,650 to every 100 
houses. (Lukacs, 14) Because of the spaciousness in Philadelphia there was a sense of separation 
between the neighborhoods. Eventually certain nationalities took over a certain neighborhood such as 
Irish Manayunk and Polish Port Richmond.  
 The idea of tradition was very important to Philadelphians’, indeed, many of William Penn’s 
ideals were still prominent during this time, such as the idea of country within the city. Fairmount Park 
was the largest sign of this green space, but many houses also had private gardens. The idea of 
preserving the rural atmosphere in an urban city added to the Philadelphia spirit. This spirit radiated, 
and all that visited Philadelphia felt it. As John Lukacs states in his book Philadelphia Patricians and 
Philistines 1900-1950, “There remained something within the third largest city of the youthful North 
American Republic that was older than the ways of the aging mother country-a paradox; but, then, there 
were English visitors in the 1900s who thought that certain Americans were preternaturally old.” 
(Lukacs, 43) This sense of maturity may be attributed to the Quakers, who made up a large portion of 
the Philadelphia population. Many of the Quaker ideals were also included in the feeling of American 
Spirit as over time Quakers were less segregated and became more a part of Philadelphia society. For 
example, Philadelphia was very tolerant of outsiders who moved in to the city, and being tolerant was 
something that Quakers are well known for. 
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 Success in Philadelphia meant two things: wealth and social acceptance. One family that had 
both of these things was the Wister family. The head of the Wister family was William Wister who 
married Sarah Logan Fisher. They had six children together: William Rotch, John, Langhorne, Jones, 
Francis, and Rodman. These were the Wisters who started the table scarf that is the basis of this study. 
John Wister was the owner of the “Belfield” estate during this time and from the years 1893 to 1903 
many visitors who came to the house for dinner were asked to sign the cloth in pencil and then a 
member of the family eventually embroidered the name. This cloth shows us the who’s who of 
Philadelphia society during the end of the nineteenth century, and the beginning of the twentieth. The 
Wisters were prominent members of Philadelphia’s society, so anyone who was invited over for dinner 
was most likely in the same social circle as they were. This study looks at exactly who some of the 
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Elise Willing Balch 
(1853-1914) 
 
 Elise Willing Balch was born on July 30, 1853 at “Woodfield”, the country home of her 
grandfather, on Old York Road in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Her parents were Thomas Balch and Emily 
Swift Balch. In May of 1859 she moved to Europe with her parents and remained there until October of 
1873. She lived in Paris for most of her time overseas, although she was educated in both France and 
Germany. Once Elise returned to America she spent her winters in Philadelphia and her summers in New 
England at York Harbor. Elise involved herself with writing and music but also worked for several 
societies and charities. These include the Society of the Colonial Dames of America,  Fortnighty Club, 
Contemporary Club, Acorn Club, and the Colony Club just to name a few. It is said that Elise took some 
interest in the Woman’s Anti-Suffrage Movement, and was even a member of the Pennsylvania 
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Emily Swift Balch 
(1835-1917) 
 
 Emily Swift Balch was born in 1835 and she married Thomas Balch. They lived in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Their children included Elise Swift Balch, Edwin Swift Balch, and Thomas Willing Balch. The 
family lived in Europe from 1859 until 1873, during which time Thomas was researching material for his 
books. Emily passed away in 1917, 4 years after her daughter Elise. In Emily’s will she stated that if her 
son’s did not have children her land would be donated to create a library. When both Edwin and Thomas 
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 Gertrude Biddle was born on February 2, 1839 in Cape May County, New Jersey. She was the 
daughter of William Morris Meredith, who was a Presidential Cabinet Secretary, and Catherine Kepple 
Meredith. She married James Cornell Biddle Jr. on December 27, 1862. They had two daughters, 



















Otho Williams Budd 
(1841-1921) 
 
 Otho Williams Budd was born on September 9, 1841 to Samuel and Louisa Jane Budd in Franklin 
County, Pennsylvania. After his father died when he was 5, Otho moved with his mother to a family 
home in Maryland where he was educated. He graduated from Franklin and Marshall College in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania in 1861. After graduation he spent 6 years traveling around Europe, Egypt, 
Russia, Africa, and other places. When he returned in 1867 he was appointed second lieutenant Troop 
M, Fourth United States Calvary. He remained in the army until 1891. Otho was married to Margaret 
Sanderson in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and they had one son and two daughters together. Otho died 
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  Henry Chapman Jr. 
(1859-1934) 
 
 Henry Chapman Jr. was born in 1859 in Philadelphia. Henry was a well-known numismatist and 
began dealing coins in 1875. He began a partnership with his brother, Samuel, in 1878 to form one of 
the greatest numismatist partnerships ever. When the brothers dissolved their partnership in 1906, the 
Chapman brothers had catalogued some of the finest coin collections ever known. After the split Henry 
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“Howard Constable was born in Philadelphia, the son of James and Sarah (Lippincott) Constable. 
After attending Episcopal Academy and the University of Pennsylvania, he and his older brother, 
Stevenson Constable, set up offices in both Philadelphia and New York City. By 1886 they were in 
operation in New York and by 1889 their office in Philadelphia under the name Constable Brothers and 
T. Mellon Rogers was also established. Chiefly an architecture and civil engineering firm, Constable 
Brothers designed a number of residences in the Philadelphia area.  
Howard Constable was a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, the Friendly Order 
of the Sons of St. Patrick, and the Calumet Club. After his retirement in 1912, Constable resided in 
















“Stevenson Constable was born in Philadelphia, the son of James and Sarah (Lippincott) 
Constable. With his younger brother, Howard Constable, he established the architecture and 
engineering firm of Constable Brothers, with offices by 1886 in New York City. By 1889 a short-lived 
association designated Constable Brothers and T. Mellon Rogers had also begun in a Philadelphia office. 
Constable began his career as assistant to Henry Pettit, chief architect and engineer of the main building 
of the Centennial Exposition held in Philadelphia in 1876. He later had charge of much of the 
construction of buildings and bridges for the Philadelphia and Atlantic Railroad and from 1880 to 1885 
aided in the planning and erection of the Wharton Nickel Works in Camden, NJ. The work of the 
Constable Brothers and T. Mellon Rogers produced a number of residences, including the Stephen 
Farrelly residence at 127 South 22nd Street in Philadelphia.  
Stevenson Constable was a member of the AlA and the Society of Civil Engineers. From 1895 to 
1899 he served as Superintendent of Buildings in New York City, and at the time of his death he was 













Walter H Cooke 
(1838-1909) 
 
 Walter Howard Cooke was born on July 21, 1838 in Norristown, Pennsylvania. He was a “Civil 
War Congressional Medal of Honor recipient. He served as a Major in the Union Army. He was awarded 
the Medal of Honor as a Captain in Company K, 4th Pennsylvania Infantry Militia for action on July 21, 
1861 at Bull Run, Virginia. His citation reads, ‘Voluntarily served as an aide on the staff of Col. David 
Hunter and participated in the battle, his term of service having expired on the previous day.’” Cooke 
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Otho W. Cushing 
(1871-1942) 
 
“Cushing was born in 1871 in Fort McHenry, Maryland. He received art training from the Boston School of 
Fine Arts, graduating with honors. He later studied at the Académie Julian in Paris. He returned to the United 
States and became a professor of drawing at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He returned to Paris to 
accept the position of art editor for the European edition of the Herald-Tribune after the turn of the century. 
Cushing submitted his first cartoons to Life in late 1906, which were accepted and accompanied by an offer to join 
the magazine's staff. During World War I Cushing left Life and served in the Army Air Corps. He retired to his home 
in New Rochelle, New York, after the war and was a successful watercolorist.  Cushing died in New Rochelle, New 

















 Alice Cushman was a well known artist in her time who lived and worked in Pennsylvania. She 
was specifically known for her works with watercolors and oil pants. Some of her most prominent pieces 
of work are “The Last of the Old Merchantmen” and “Turnpike Over the Marshea”. She spent her life 
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 Ida Cushman was born in 1852, two years before her sister Alice Cushman, the prominent 
Philadelphia artist. Neither sister married so Ida was appointed head of the household. She was also a 
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Ferd J Dreer 
(1812-1902) 
 
 Ferdinand Julius Dreer was born on March 2, 1812 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was 
apprenticed to a jeweler at the age of sixteen. In 1833 he and a friend opened up their own business in 
which they added the assaying of gold to their jewelry. The business was extremely successful and Ferd 
became very wealthy. In 1849 Ferd became ill and believed he was dying, so he traveled to Germany for 
his final days. The trip actually did Ferd good, and he made a complete recovery. When he returned to 
America he spent less time with his jewelry business and more time collecting manuscripts of prominent 
people. In 1863 he retired from his business completely in order to spend more time searching for 
manuscripts. When the Civil War began Ferd spent much of his time supporting the Union. He became a 
member of the Gray Reserves, an organization for home defense, a contributor to the Sanitary Fair, and 
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William Henry Furness 
(1802-1896) 
 
 William Henry Furness was born on April 20, 1802 in Boston, Massachusetts. He was the pastor 
of the first Utilitarian Church in Philadelphia, and is well known for his works as an abolitionist. He was 
educated at the Boston Latin School and graduated from Harvard. After that he went on to Harvard 
Divinity School in 1820.  After William had been preaching in Philadelphia for a few years he married 
Annis P. Jenks in 1825 and they had four children together, including fellow table scarf signer Annis Lee 
Wister. He published several works, such as Remarks on the Four Gospels (1836), Jesus and His 
Biographers (1838), and A History of Jesus (1850). William also took an active role as an abolitionist and 
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Cordelia A. Greene 
(1831-1905) 
 
 Cordelia Agnes Greene was born on July 5, 1831 near Lyons, New York. Her parents were New 
England famers named Jabez and Phila Coooke Greene. Cordelia had four siblings. Although her parents 
had been born Quakers they converted to Presbyterianism, and Cordelia’s religious views would affect 
the rest of her life, as she spent much of her adult life fighting for what she believed was right. Cordelia 
began teaching at the age of sixteen, and taught locally around Lyons until 1849 when her father 
opened up a water-cure sanitarium in Castile, New York. Cordelia left her teaching job to work as a 
nurse for her father, and this job allowed her to save enough money to attend college. She wanted to be 
a physician, so Cordelia enrolled in the Women’s Medical College of Philadelphia, and was their first 
student to earn a medical degree in 1853. She continued her education at the Cleveland Medical College 
and graduated with honors in 1856. 
 After graduation Cordelia returned to New York where she worked for Dr. Henry Foster, who 
like her father owned a water-cure establishment. After six years there Cordelia returned to Castile to 
take over her father’s sanitarium when he died. In addition to her work as a physician Cordelia also 
chaired the Education Committee of the Woman’s Medical Society of New York State, served on the 
American Medical Association’s Committee for Preventive Medicine, and also was a member of the New 
York State Medical Association. Greene was an activist and supported temperance and women’s 
suffrage. Her donations eventually helped publish History of Woman Suffrage.  Cordelia was known for 
her caring nature throughout her life. Although she never married she adopted six children, and her 
house was often filled with activists such as Susan B. Anthony, Frances Willard, and Mary A. Livermore. 
Cordelia died on January 28, 1905 and her ashes were buried in her hometown of Castile. 
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 Grace Greenwood was born Sara Jane Clarke on September 23, 1823. She was the youngest of 
eleven children born to Dr. Thaddeus, a physician, and Deborah Clarke in Pompey, New York. Sara 
attended public and private schools in Rochester, New York. In 1842 Sara and her family moved to New 
Brighton, Pennsylvania, which is close to Pittsburgh. Although Sara began writing poems at a young age 
it wasn’t until 1844, at the age of twenty-one, that she began to use the pseudonym Grace Greenwood 
to publish her writing. She first received fame for her articles printed in New York Mirror. Over the next 
few years Sara also published Greenwood Leaves (1850), History of My Pets (1850), Poems (1851), 
Greenwood Leaves: Second Series (1852), and Recollections of My Childhood, and Other Stories (1852). 
 After a fifteen month trip in Europe, Sara married Leander K Lippincott of Philadelphia in 
October of 1853. Soon after this they began Little Pilgrim, a monthly American children’s magazine. At 
this point Sara began to write incessantly and her writings showed up in newspapers and magazines in 
New York, Chicago, California, Europe and beyond. She was one of the first well known and successful 
women newspaper writers. Her residence alternated between New York, Washington, and Philadelphia. 
Sara also played a part in the Civil War, visiting soldiers and reading to them. She was also an abolitionist 
and a proponent for women’s rights, as were many of those who signed the Wister’s table scarf. 
 In 1876 Sara’s husband left the country after being indicted for land fraud. Sara continued her 
writing well into the 1890s and eventually moved in with her only child Annie Grace. Sara died of 
bronchitis in her daughter’s home in New Rochelle, New York on April 20, 1904. Her obituary was on the 
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Julia Ward Howe 
(1819-1910) 
 
 Julia Ward Howe was born in New York City on May 27, 1819. Her parents were Sam Ward, who 
was a banker in the firm of Prime, Ward and King located on Wall Street, and Julia Rush Cutler Ward, 
who was a published poet. She was descended from two governors of Rhode Island and Revolutionary 
War legend Francis Marion. In 1824, Julia’s mother died in the child birth of her seventh child, Annie.  
Julia was now left in the care of her strict and sometimes overbearing father. Although during these 
times it was often hard for women to gain an education, Julia was able to gain a wide amount of 
knowledge from the library collected by her brother Sam. He sent this collection home while he was 
travelling through Europe. From this time on she was described as a very intelligent and inquisitive child. 
The books her brother sent back exposed her to writers such as Balzac and Sand. These authors wrote 
about ideas, beliefs, and concepts that deeply contrasted with her father’s strict Calvinistic views. This 
was the first time Julia felt torn between a man in her life and her love for being a writer and thinking as 
an individual, but it wouldn’t be the last time. 
 During her youth Julia was considered a wealthy heiress and showed a large interest in New 
York social life. Though many may think that Julia’s part in the city’s social life was a waste of time, it 
was during these social events that Julia became friendly with very prominent people who would help 
her in her many endeavors in the future. Julia’s father died in 1839, and Julia and her two younger 
sisters moved in with Sam Ward, Julia’s brother, and his wife Emily Astor. Without the disapproving eye 
of her father, and the help of Emily, Julia and her sisters became important fixtures in New York society. 
Tragedy struck the Ward household again in 1941 when Emily and her new born son both died. Barely 
two years later Julia married Samuel Gridley Howe; he was a physician and a social reformer involved in 
the Greek Revolution. He also was the first to make many discoveries benefiting the blind and deaf. 
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 There is much writing about the conflict that was apparent between Julia and Samuel’s 
marriage. Samuel was older than Julia by twenty years and believed that his wife’s place was in the 
house cleaning, cooking, and taking care of the home and children. He even went as far as to forbid her 
from working outside of the home. Julia was removed from her home in New York and moved to 
Perkin’s Institute for the Blind outside of Boston where she was isolated from her old life and friends 
and her new husband was busy with his teachings. Julia spent the first years of her marriage doing 
exactly what her husband expected of her and took care of the children and the home. Julia Ward 
Howe’s biography page states that “Her letters to her sisters during this period indicate that this was a 
difficult time for the couple. Julia expresses depression and sorrow, and she describes the struggles of a 
19th century woman seeking independence and understanding.” (“Julia Ward Howe”) 
 By 1852 Julia and Samuel and separated, and their four daughters split between Samuel in 
Boston and Julia, who went to stay with her sister in Rome. Julia could not permanently leave him 
because he threatened to keep her from their children. Now that Julia was estranged from Samuel she 
no longer felt it necessary to abide by his rules. Soon after she returned to Boston she published a 
collection of poems “Passion Flowers” anonymously. Although many people figured out who the author 
was, some criticized the poetry for the sheer fact that Julia was disobeying her husband, but publishing 
work was a huge stride for her. It was after this act of defiance that Julia became a reformer. She was a 
proponent for the abolition of slavery and gaining women’s right to vote. “She developed close 
friendships with members of the Boston intellectual elite -- William Ellery Channing, Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, and Theodore Parker.” (“Julia Ward Howe”) 
 Although it was obvious that Samuel did not approve of his wife’s doings outside of the home, 
he did not keep her from actually participating in them. Julia was able to educate herself enough to be 
fluent in seven languages and very well read in philosophy. In 1861 Julia became a household name with 
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the publication of her most famous work, “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” This poem was made into a 
song and helped her to become one of the most famous women of the nineteenth century. 
 Julia founded the New England Women’s Suffrage Association in 1868 and the New England 
Women’s Club in the same year. She was also the editor of Woman’s Journal from 1870-1890. She was 
the first woman elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 1908. Although she dreamed of 
creating a Mother’s Day, this day did not come until after Julia’s death, but it was Julia who put the idea 
into motion. It is said that the cause Julia was most passionate about was women’s rights, and when her 
husband died in 1876, she had made a name for herself as a reformer, writer, and exceptionally caring 
person when it came to the rights of others. “Julia traveled the world promoting Women's Rights, Peace, 
Prison and Education Reform as a preacher, lecturer and dignitary. She was seen as a bridge between 
Society and Reform and used her celebrity and social status to further her ideology.”(“Julia Ward 
Howe”)  Julia died October 17, 1910. She left behind her a legacy that changed the lives of many people 
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Edith Wetherill Ives 
(1869-) 
 
Edith was born in Philadelphia, on April 16, 1869 to Edward and Anna (Thorpe) Wetherill. She 
was educated at Bryn Mawr College, and graduated in 1892. She was married in Philadelphia, on 
November 15, 1900, to Dr. Frederick M. Ives. Their children were Elizabeth, Gerard Merrick, John 
Wetherill, Chauncey Bradley, and Margaret Newbold. She was secretary and member of the Board of 
Directors of the Civic Club of Philadelphia from years 1894 until 1900. She was also a member of the 
Consumers’ League of New York, Women’s University Club in New York City, and an honorable member 

















 Annie Grace Lippincott was born October 3, 1855 to famous writer Sara Jane Clarke Lippincott, 
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Arthur Vincent Meigs 
(1850-1912) 
 
 Arthur Vincent Meigs was born on November 1, 1850 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His parents 
were Dr. John Forsyth and Ann Wilcocks Meigs. He received his early education at the Classical Academy 
of Philadelphia and graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1871. He was an honorary member 
of the American Physicians and a full member of the Association of American Physicians and the 
American Philosophical Association. He served as the president for the College of Physicians in 
Philadelphia and was a writer on medical subjects. He was married to Mary Roberts Browning Meigs. 


















Mary Robert Browning Meigs 
 
 Mary Robert Browning Meigs married Arthur Vincent Meigs in 1879. They had three children 
together: John, Arthur, and Edward.  She was the niece of Sarah Logan Wister. Mary was a member of 
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Mary E Mumford 
(1842-1935) 
 
 Mary Eno Bassett Mumford was born May 9, 1842 in Connecticut. She was one of twelve 
children born to Ozias Buell Bassett, who was a farmer, and Emiline (Eno) Bassett. Mary attended 
elementary and high school in New Britain, Connecticut and graduated from State Normal School of 
Connecticut in 1860. For the first two years after graduation Mary taught in Chester, Connecticut but 
eventually moved to Germantown, Pennsylvania to teach in private school. In 1865 she became an 
editorial assistant to Timothy S. Arthur, publisher of Arthur’s Home Magazine and author of Ten Nights 
in a Bar-room. After this Mary began to write her own children’s literature books. She was married to 
Joseph Pratt Mumford, who was a cashier at Philadelphia’s National Bank of the republic, and they had 
five children together.  
 Mary was an activist against abuse of children and worked with her husband as part of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. With the 
help of her husband Mary formed the Twenty-Ninth Ward division of the Philadelphia Society for 
Organizing Charity. In 1882 she became reconnected with her roots in education and became 
chairwoman of the education committee of the New Century Club of which she was later president. She 
inspected schools and helped make it mandatory that boys receive manual training and girls receive 
home economics training. She also was able to install college preparatory classes at the girls’ high 
school. She helped create child study classes for mothers and teachers and form a committee that 
reevaluated teacher salaries, resulting in higher pay for teachers.  
In addition to her work with education Mary also helped found, and was the first vice president 
of, the Civic Club of Philadelphia. This club was made up of women who studied government and social 
problems in the city. In 1890 she helped organize the General Foundation of Women’s Clubs and even 
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after she resigned as vice president she was still the head of its education section. In 1897 she attended 
the first National Congress of Mothers and served as vice president and later as recording secretary. She 
worked with Hannah Kent Schoff to create juvenile courts, mothers’ clubs, and day nurseries.  In honor 
of her works for education Mary was elected to the board of the Woman’s Medical College of 
Pennsylvania in 1891. She served as president from 1893 until 1912, and was an active member until 
1920. 
Mary did most of her activist work in Philadelphia where she fought for fair treatment for all, 
especially for women and children. She was a suffragist and a member Limited Equal Suffrage League.  
Her husband died in 1915, and she continued her activist work for about 10 years. After that she 
travelled back and forth between Philadelphia and New Britain, visiting family members.  She died on 
May 9, 1935 in New Britain, on the anniversary of her birth and marriage. She was buried at Laurel Hill 
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William B. Neftel 
(1830-1906) 
 
 William, a well known neurologist of his day, was born in Russia in 1830 and studied at St. 
Petersburg in 1853. He entered the Russian army to serve during the Crimean War and was appointed a 
surgeon in the Imperial Guard. In 1865 William left Russia to move to New York, where he was a pioneer 
in electrotherapy. He was married to Princess Nadine of Georgia, who was the great-granddaughter of 
























 John Sartain was born on October 24, 1808 in London, England. He was the son of John Sartain 
and Ann (Burgess) Sartain. Four years after his father died John took a job as an assistant to a head 
scene-painter at Charles Kemble’s Theatre and Vauxhall Gardens in an attempt to help support his 
family.  After a few years he decided that his occupation would be engraving and began a seven year 
apprenticeship with John Swaine in 1823. During this time Sartain also studied mezzotint engraving 
under John Varley and Henry Richter. He married Susannah Longmate Swaine, daughter of John Swaine, 
on January 11, 1830, and sixth months later they left Europe for America. Susannah and John had eight 
children together including, Samuel, Emily and William Sartain. 
Once he arrived in America, John held an exhibit of his work at the Franklin Institute. He 
completed work for Thomas Sully, Jacob Eicholtz, John Neagle, and the Penn Society. In addition to 
commissioning work from prominent people in Philadelphia society, John’s work was also associated 
with Gentleman’s Magazine, the Casket, Godey’s Lady’s Magazine, and Graham’s Magazine. It was in 
some of these magazines that Sartain introduced his pictorial illustrations. His work immediately 
became popular and he was creating one plate every two weeks in addition to his other work, such as 
painting portraits and owning and editing Campbell’s Foreign Semi-Monthly Magazine (1843). In 1848 
John partnered with William Sloanaker in purchasing the Union Magazine for $5,000 and naming it 
Sartain’s Union Magazine of Literature and Art. Unfortunately this move put John in debt for the next 
seven years and the magazine was discontinued in 1852. At this time he turned back to his original work 
of engraving banknotes and other things. 
Some of the honors John earned were being named chief of the bureau of art for the Centennial 
Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1875; he was also honored by four Italian societies of arts and letters. In 
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addition John received the Star of Merit of the rajah of Calcutta, was named Commander of the Royal 
Order of Melusine by a princess of Jerusalem, and was also named a Freeman of London. John’s 
daughter Emily was closely associated with the Philadelphia School of Design for Women, and John 
served as vice-president for fourteen years. John was also a skilled architectural designer and he 
uniquely arranged the rooms at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, where he was director for 
twenty-three years. He also designed the monuments to Washington and Lafayette, which are located in 
Philadelphia at Monument Cemetery. John died in Philadelphia on October 25, 1897. During his life John 
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Sara Yorke Stevenson 
(1847-1921) 
 
Sara Yorke Stevenson was born on February 19, 1847 in Paris, France to Edward Yorke of 
Philadelphia and Sarah Yorke of Louisiana. Sara was educated at the Institution Descauriet, a boarding 
school in Paris. She married Cornelius Stevenson, a Philadelphia lawyer, in Philadelphia on June 30, 
1870. They had one child, William, born in 1878. After marriage Sara became devoted to the study of 
archaeology.  She was the first woman to receive an honorary degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1894. Sara served as the secretary to the department of archaeology at the University of 
Pennsylvania from 1894-1902, and the president from 1902-1905. 
 In 1897 she traveled to Rome and in 1898 to Egypt on a special archaeological trip in the Nile 
valley in conjunction with the Exploration Society and the city of Philadelphia. Sara was the first 
president and one of the organizers of the Civic Club of Philadelphia. She was also the first president and 
one of the organizers of the Equal Suffrage Society of Philadelphia. Sara also wrote Maximilian in Mexico 
A Woman's Reminiscences of the French Intervention (1898), and The Book of the Dead edited with 
notes (1901). One of her most noted accomplishments was that Sara was the first woman curator in the 
United States. Sara made an indescribable impact on the world of science and archaeology, and much of 
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Eliza Taylor Stowe 
(1836-1912) 
 
 Eliza Taylor Stowe was born in 1836 in Cincinnati to Calvin Stowe and Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
famous author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Eliza also had a twin sister Harriet, better known as Hatte. She 
never married and lived with her parents acting as the caretaker of the household along with her twin 
sister. She was well read and enjoyed politics. After her mother died Eliza moved with her sister to 




















 Hattie Stowe was born in 1836 in Cincinnati to Calvin Stowe and Harriet Beecher Stowe, famous 
author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Hatte also had a twin sister Eliza. When Hattie grew older she became her 
mother’s traveling companion. She never married and lived with her parents acting as the caretaker of 
the household along with her twin sister. She was well read and enjoyed politics. After her mother died, 















Harriet Beecher Stowe 
(1811-1896) 
 
 Harriet Beecher Stowe was born on June 11, 1811 in Litchfield, Connecticut. Her parents were 
prominent minister Reverend Lyman Beecher and Roxanna Foote Beecher. Harriet was one of eleven 
children. Harriet’s father was involved in the anti-slavery movement, and these ideals were passed 
down to his daughter. Harriet graduated from Hartford Female Seminary, which was actually founded by 
her sister, and later she became a teacher there. This school was where Harriet first began to refine her 
writing skills. In 1832 Lyman Beecher was named President of Lane Theological Seminary, and Harriet 
moved with her family to Cincinnati, Ohio. It was at this seminary that Harriet met her husband Calvin 
Stowe, who was a professor at Lane Theological Seminary. The couple had seven children together, 
although son Samuel lived only 18 months.  
 During her early married years Harriet began her literary career. She became a member of the 
Semi-Colon Club, which was a literary club in Cincinnati. She also published short stories and magazine 
articles. Harriet was co-author of Primary Geography for Children and received praise from the local 
bishop for how the book portrayed Catholicism. In 1850 the family moved to Maine after Calvin received 
a job at Bowdoin College. Stowe’s most famous work was Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The book first appeared in 
1851 in The National Era, which was an abolitionist newspaper in Brunswick, Maine. Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
was published in two volumes in 1852. The book instantly became a best seller on multiple continents, 
and was translated into 60 languages. The book portrayed the horrors that slaves had to deal with on a 
daily basis. The grief that Harriet felt after losing her son Samuel played a role in the pain Harriet 
conveyed when slave mothers were separated from their children. Harriet’s book affected many people 
of her time, and is even said to have played a role in the Civil War. 
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 Harriet followed up the success of Uncle Tom’s Cabin with works of fiction, biographies, 
children’s books, travelogues, theological works, temperance tracts, and practical works on 
housekeeping. In 1853 the family moved again for Calvin’s work to Andover Theological Seminary in 
Andover, Massachusetts. Harriet and Calvin remained there until 1864, when Calvin retired and they 
moved to Hartford, Connecticut. Here Harriet built her dream house, Oakholm, but was forced to sell it 
because of the high maintenance cost. Finally in 1873, Harriet moved into her last home on Forest 
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Blanche Wetherill Walton 
(1871-1963) 
 
 Blanche Wetherill Walton was born on November 10, 1871 in Pennsylvania. Blanche was a well-
known activist for aspiring musicians and all those who appreciated music. Blanche helped musicians by 
giving them a place to stay or meet with other musicians, but unlike many other women who were 
looking for personal satisfaction as the reason for helping out musicians, she was actually a gifted 
pianist. Instead of pursuing her musical career she married Ernest Forster Walton and raised their two 
children. She donated money to the International Composer’s Guild and showed support for other 
musical societies. The first meeting of the American Musicologist Society was held in Blanche’s 
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Ernest Forster Walton 
(1871-1902) 
 
 Ernest Forster Walton was born April 5, 1871 in New York City. He graduated from Haverford 
College in 1890 where he was an accomplished runner. The Walton track at Haverford College is named 
for him. He was married to pianist Blanche Wetherill Walton and they had two children together. He 
died in a train collision on January 8, 1902, and his obituary in the New York Times states that “Walton 
was thirty years old and a member of the New York Stock Exchange, where he represented the 
brokerage firm of De Copert & Doremus of 30 Broad Street, of which he became a member two years 
ago, having joined the Exchange some time prior to that. He lived in Rochelle Park, New Rochelle, and 













Sabine J. D’ Invilliers Weightman 
(1847-1926) 
 
 Sabine J. D’ Invilliers Weightman was born on January 30, 1847. Her first marriage was to 
William Weightman, and they had two children together, Anne Walker Weightman and Louisa 
Stelwagon Weightman. Sabine remarried Jones Wister on June 20, 1895. In addition to becoming part of 
the Wister family, Sabine was elected one of the seven women to make up the Board of Managers of 
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Anna Thorpe Wetherill 
(1840-) 
 
 Anna Thorpe Wetherill was born on September 21, 1840, in Pennsylvania, to Almos Thorpe and 
Mary Potts Newbold. Anna married Edward Wetherill on June 4, 1867, and they had five children 
together: Edith, Marion, Blanche, Irma, and Cora Wetherill. Anna was an abolitionist and created 
scrapbooks containing correspondence written by herself, her husband, and other abolitionists. Edward 
and Anna even kept escaped slaves hidden in their house on 900 Clinton Street in Philadelphia. Anna 


















 Cora Wetherill was born on December 4, 1876 in Chalkley Hall, located in Frankford, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Her parents were Anna Thorpe Wetherill and Edward Wetherill, both active 




















 Edward Wetherill was born in February of 1821 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He married Anna 
Thorpe on June 4, 1867. They had five children together: Edith, Marion, Irma, Blanche, and Cora 




















 Irma Wetherill was born on September 5, 1874 in Pennsylvania. Her parents were Anna Thorpe 
Wetherill and Edward Wetherill who were both active abolitionists in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Irma 




















 Marion Wetherill was born on December 6, 1870 in Pennsylvania. Her parents were Anna 
Thorpe Wetherill and Edward Wetherill who were both active abolitionists in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Marion was one of five daughters born to the couple. She married Dr. E. Stanley Abbott. Marion took 

















Sarah Yorke Wetherill 
(1829-1896) 
 
 Sarah Yorke Wetherill was born in 1829 in Pennsylvania to Samuel W. Wetherill and Jane 
Lockridge Yorke and was one of seven children. While she lived in Philadelphia, she was a member of 
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Annis Lee Furness Wister 
(1830-1908) 
 
 Annis Lee Furness Wister was born on October 9, 1830 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and was 
the daughter of prominent Reverend William Henry Furness. She married Dr. Caspar Wister in 1854. She 
was educated by her father and began translating German works in 1864. Within a few years, her 
translations were being read all over the country. Some of the titles of her translations are Old 
Mamselle's Secret (1868); Gold Elsie (1868); The Second Wife (1874); Violetta (1886); and The Owl's Nest 
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Betty Black Wister 
 
 Betty Black Wister was the daughter of Colonel Samuel Watson Black and Eliza Ann Irwin. She 
married Rodman Wister on April 17, 1844 and they had three children together: Langhorne Harvey, 





















Frances Anne Wister 
(1874-1956) 
 
 Frances Anne Wister was born on November 26, 1874 in Germantown, Pennsylvania to William 
Rotch and Mary Eustis Wister. Like her sister Mary Channing, Frances Anne was very interested in music 
and was a talented violin player. Frances Anne was also involved in Philadelphia society and helping to 
improve the lives of those who lived in Philadelphia. She was vice-president and president of many civic 
clubs in the city and many looked up to and respected. Specifically, she was involved in the Women’s 
Civic Club which was started by her sister. When her sister, Mary Channing, died it was Frances who kept 
the Civic Club going and took care of Mary’s children. It wasn’t until Mary’s husband moved off of the 
Belfield property and took his five children with him that Frances Anne was again free to pursue her own 
interests. 
 Frances Anne began to pursue her passion for music and became the Director of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, and the chairman of the Woman’s Committees of the Philadelphia Orchestra 
from 1910 until she died in 1956. In 1920 she helped keep the Academy of Music from turning into a 
movie house. She was a member of the Philadelphia Board of Education and helped earn equal pay for 
women teachers. Frances Anne also worked to gain better housing for the poor. In addition, she 
founded the Society for the Preservation of Landmarks in 1931. She helped keep landmarks around the 
city from being torn down. For this work she won the Elise Willing Balch Memorial medal of the Colonial 
Dames in 1933. In 1935 she was recognized as a Prominent Woman in Pennsylvania. She received the 
Gimbel award in 1936 for her work with the Philadelphia Orchestra and the Landmark Society. Frances 
Anne was appointed the Director to the Pennsylvania Parks Association Board, and in 1949 she turned 
over parts of the Wister property to the Fairmount Park commission; it is now known as the Wister 
Woods. Finally, she is credited with writing the first ever history of the Philadelphia Orchestra, Twenty 
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Five Years of the Philadelphia Orchestra – 1900-1925. Frances Anne died on March 17, 1956. She left her 
estate not only to her nieces and nephews, but also to the Philadelphia Orchestra and the Civic Club. 
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 Francis Wister was born on June 2, 1841 to William Wister and Sarah Logan Fisher. He was the 
couple’s fifth boy and he was born on the Belfield estate in Germantown. He was educated at 
Germantown Academy and graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1860. Francis also served 
as a Civil War Union Army Officer. He was named Captain in the 12th United States Regular Infantry on 
August 5, 1861. After this he was he was commissioned on April 21, 1865 as Colonel of the 215th 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. After the war was over he married Mary Chancellor on February 29, 
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Jones Wister was born on February 9, 1839, at the Belfield estate in Germantown, Pennsylvania. 
He was the fourth son of William Wister and Sarah Logan Fisher. Instead of Germantown Academy, 
Jones attended public school as William Wister was appointed Director of Public Schools. He was 
interested in mechanics and inventing things, and even invented a notched steel tire, a trench gun, and 
a trunk strap. Jones began work as an office boy and secretary at the Reading Railroad, but would later 
become president of the Nittany Valley Railroad. In 1861 he became superintendent of Duncannon Iron 
Works. Although Jones volunteered during the Civil War he never took part in any actual fighting.  
Jones, along with his brothers John, William Rotch, and Langhorne started the J & J Wister 
Company, which was sold to the Reading Railroad in 1882; the company built furnaces for railroads. 
Jones was named manager of this company, and it was during this time that he met his wife, Miss 
Caroline de Toussard Stocker. They were married on October 8, 1868, and moved to Harrisburg. They 
had four children: Ella, Alice, Anne, and Ethel. Caroline died in 1884, and at this time Jones moved with 
his family back to the Belfield estate. He again entered into business with his brothers as a commission 
merchant with the L & R Wister & Company. Jones remarried in 1895 to Sabine J. D’ Invilliers 
Weightman. This marriage consisted of traveling, as the couple took many trips and visited many 
countries together. Jones died on September 1, 1917 in Chicago on the way home from a trip. His estate 
was left to his children as he was the last living Wister brother. 
 




Mary Channing Wister 
(1870-1913) 
 
Mary Channing Wister, known better as Molly, was born on March 30, 1870 in Germantown, 
Pennsylvania. She was born to William Rotch and Mary Eustis Wister. From an early age Molly was 
involved in teaching Sunday school at the Unitarian church in Germantown. Although she was first 
educated in her home she eventually transferred to Miss. Irwin’s school, which she graduated from in 
1889. Molly was interested in music and was a talented piano player; she also took to writing and 
produced operas at a local level. On April 21, 1898 Molly married her father’s second cousin, Owen 
Wister, author of The Virginian, and they had five children together.  
Molly took an active role in improving the city of Philadelphia, especially in gaining rights for 
women. When Molly was 27, she was elected to the Philadelphia Central Board of Education, and was 
also asked to serve as the Commissioner from Pennsylvania for the Women’s Department of the South 
Carolina Exposition Company. She became one of the founders of the Civic Club of Philadelphia on 
January 1, 1894. This club was formed by women who wanted to address social and political issues in 
the city. Molly remained part of this club for twenty years and served as president twice, treasurer, 
secretary, vice president, and chairperson of several committees. Molly went on to have a large impact 
on Philadelphia, helping to create parks and schools. It is said that she even came up with the idea for 
the Broad street subway as she was the one who said putting it on the street would be too crowding, 
and so instead they should put it underground. On August 24, 1913 Molly announced to her children 
that she would be giving birth to her sixth child later that day. Unfortunately she died due to 
complications from childbirth. Her passing was mourned by not only her family and friends, but all of 
those who were happy to see positive changes in Philadelphia. 
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Mary Rebecca Eustis Wister 
(1844-1944) 
 
 Mary Rebecca Eustis Wister was born in 1844 and was originally from Milton, Massachusetts. 
Mary was the granddaughter of Rev. William Ellery Channing, and daughter of Frederick A. and Mary 
Channing Eustis. She married William Rotch Wister on March 4, 1868 and they had four children 
together: Mary Channing Wister, Frances Anne Wister, Ella Eustis Wister, and John Caspar Wister. She 




















 Rodman Wister was born August 10, 1844. He was born to Sarah Logan Fisher and William 
Wister, and was brother to William Rotch, John, Langhorne, Jones, and Francis Wister. Rodman enlisted 
as a drummer boy when the Civil War first began, and was placed in Captain Biddle’s company, the 
Home Guards of Germantown. He was transferred to the 8th regiment until he came down with typhoid 
fever in 1863 and was honorably discharged. He married Betty Black, the daughter of Sam W. Black who 
was a prominent Union Army Officer, on April 17, 1872. They had two sons, Langhorne Harvey and 
Rodman Mifflin, and a daughter, Emily, but she only lived 4 months. 
 His obituary states that he was prominent in club and social life in Philadelphia, and was one of 
the first people to introduce cricket into American life. He was president of the Young American Cricket 
Club until it merged with the Germantown Cricket Club, and then he was made vice president of the 
new organization. He was very involved with the iron industry and was president of the Duncannon Iron 
Company. Rodman was also an active member of the Art Club, Belfield Country Club, and the Society of 
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William Rotch Wister 
(1827-1911) 
 
 William Rotch Wister was born on December 7, 1827 in Pennsylvania to William Wister and 
Sarah Logan Fisher and was raised at Belfield in Germantown. He graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1846 with his bachelor of arts and with his masters in 1849. He later passed the bar and 
practiced law for over 60 years. William worked as the solicitor for the National Bank of Germantown 
from 1851 until 1911. In addition to this job he also worked as the director of the bank and acting 
director of “Hand-in-Hand” Fire Insurance Company, or the Contributorship for the Insurance of Houses 
from Loss by Fire. He also worked as the director of Guarantee Trust Company and William Wharton Jr. 
& Co., Inc., a railroad supply manufacturer. William also took part in the Civil War for the Union army as 
a lieutenant colonel of the 20th Pennsylvania Volunteers from July 1863 to June 1864, although he never 
was actually required to take part in battle. 
 It should also be noted that William took much interest in his family and the society he belonged 
to. He was married to Mary Rebecca Eustis, and they had four children: Ella Eustis Wister, Mary 
Channing Wister, Frances Anne Wister, and John Caspar Wister. He also was actually named the father, 
and eventually grandfather, of American Cricket, and he was the founder of the Germantown Cricket 
Club in 1854. This club eventually merged with the Young America Club which was founded in 1855. It is 
said that William actually founded the Junior Cricket Club while attending the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1842 and this was the first cricket club in the United States to be made up of Americans and not 
Englishmen. William also belonged to two gentleman’s clubs, the Union League and the Military Order 
of the Loyal Legion. William died on August 21, 1911 of pneumonia at his cousin Owen’s house in 
Saunderstown, Rhode Island. 
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